
Green Power Day
Friday, 05 September 2003

    

I stand here today feeling very excited! Excited to see thousands of
friends, who are excited about shopping the Southland. Excited to see
new retailers, who are excited about the Southland’s immense buying
power. And, excited to stand with each of you, as we erase economic
red-lines, and replace them with good old-fashioned green-power lines
at the cash register. Please give yourselves a round of applause.

  

Also, I stand here today feeling very proud. Proud to be from, and to
represent, the Chicago Southland. And proud of the hard work that
everyone has done to bring to the Southland such top-notch retailers as
Borders Books, SportMart, Linens ‘N Things and Starbucks. Please
give our officials and new retailers a round of applause.

  

In fact, I’ve been so excited about today, that I spent a great deal of
time this week brainstorming my own jingles for the event. What do you
think of these slogans?

  

* Shop at Home – and We All Cash In!

  

* Put Your Money where Your HOUSE Is 

  

* We’re out of `the Loop’ – We’re Shopping at Home
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* Our Bucks Stop Here, in the Southland

  

* Don’t Shop with Strangers – Shop with Friends

  

The fact of the matter is, when we invest in local businesses, local
businesses invest in us. The stronger our retail base, the more revenue
we generate for our schools and parks and municipal services. In short,
when we shop at home, we improve our children’s educational
opportunity.

  

Additionally, new businesses in our region mean shorter commute
times, and lower taxes for homeowners. New businesses also tend to
be magnetic ... they attract other new businesses.

  

I’ve said it many times before, but it bears repeating. What the
Southland needs is a U.S. Open every day. We need something that
will entice all of us to spend our money locally. And something that will
attract outsiders to spend their money in our region. A strong retail base
can do that.

  

Let’s not underestimate today’s event. By being here today, we are all
making a strong and positive statement – a statement that is loud and
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clear: 1) We are here; 2) We have tremendous buying power; and 3)
We are loyal to our hometown businesses.

  

But even more importantly, we must remember that today is only the
beginning. This cannot be a one-time, one-day, one-city event. This
Regional Green Power Day must kick off a region-wide and sustained
commitment.

  

Our mission and challenge is simple: Shop the Southland. If the
retailers want our money, they should come to us.

  

And, if they do come to us, we must support them – today, tomorrow,
next week, next month, through the Holiday Season, and beyond.

  

Basically, it’s just all of us, helping all of us.

  

So, let’s show our support for the Southland. Our support for the
retailers. Let it be known that Our Bucks Stop Right Here in the
Southland.

  

Green Power, Green Power, Green Power, Green Power!
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